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Abstract

Knowing others’ intentions is important for young
children’s word learning. In this study, we investigated
whether young children could perform appropriate
actions when an experimenter showed them
incomplete actions to attain some goals or when she
gestured target actions. The results were that 4
—years-old  children correctly interpreted the
incomplete actions and successfully performed
appropriate  actions, but 2-years-old children
performed well only when they saw gestures of target
actions. The result partly supported Emergentist
Coalition Model (Hollich, Hirsh-Pasek, & Golinkoff,
2000).
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