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How do Japanese Script Types Affect the Imagery of Referents?
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Abstract

This article aims to examine how Japanese script
types (Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji) affect the
imagery of referents. In the experiment, half of the
undergraduate participants read a word written by one
of the script types, imaged a concrete example that the
word referred to, and rated the imaged example with
Semantic Differential technique. The rest merely read
a word and immediately rated the image of it with the
same technique. Both the groups performed the task in
all combinations of 15 words by 3 script types. The
result shows that in “activity” dimension, imaging a
concrete example increases the factor score of
Hiragana and decreases that of Kanji.
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