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Abstract

The aim of this research is to investigate the meaning
of topic and vehicle in metaphor comprehension. One
experiment consisted of metaphor-priming task and
meaningfulness decision task showed that the vehicle
after metaphor comprehension activates the
metaphor-related  meaning  when  both  the
conventionality of vehicle and the aptness of metaphor
are high. This result suggests that the both factors
participate in the abstraction process of metaphor
comprehension. On the other hand, the topic after
metaphor comprehension strongly activates the
metaphorical meaning when both the conventionality
and the aptness of vehicle are low. According to those
results, we discussed the process and the role of the
topic and vehicle in metaphor comprehension.

Keywords — metaphor comprehension, aptness,
conventionality, meaningfulness decision task

1.
1.1.
2
1 comparison
process 2 abstraction
process Bowdle &

Gentner, 2005; Glucksberg, 2003; Gernsbacher,
Keysar, Robertson, & Werner, 2001

Bowdle & Gentner 2005

conventionality

Jones & Estes 2006

aptness

Bowdle & Gentner
2005



1.2.

2.1.
40
40
4
40
40
40
2.2.
80 80

2.3.

PC

40

40

160



+2SD

PC 1500ms
1
39
3
200ms
1500ms 3.2.
1
3
H1,38)=4.14, p<.05
200ms
1500ms H1,152)=11.65, p<.001
Oa |
wn
g
1000 -
900 1
“1” 800 T T T T
<377 700
600 |
1500ms 500
Time Over!
1 SD
2.4. Blasko & Connine,
40 2001; Gernsbacher et al., 2001
18 22 21.2
3.
3.1. Bowdle & Gentner, 2005 Jones &

Estes, 2006



2
3.3.
2
A1,39)=12.46, p<.005
A1,39)=8.83, p<.01 A1,39)= 25.47,
p<.001 3
A1,39)= 0.36, n.s.
5.
[1] Blasko, D., & Connine, C.M. (1993) Effect of
" 0O m familiarity and aptness on metaphor
E 1000 processing. Journal of Experimental
900 T T [ I T Psychology,  Learning,  Memory, and
800 | | T Cognition. 19, 295-308.
700 [2] Bowdle, B. & Gentner, D. (2005). The Career
600 L ] of Metaphor. Psychological Review, 112,
500 193-216.
[3]Gernsbacher, M. A., Keyser, B., Robertson, R.
R. W., & Werner, N. K. (2001). The role of
2 SD suppression and enhancement in

understanding metaphors. Journal of
Memory and Language, 45, 433-450.

[4] Glucksberg, S. (2003). The psycholinguistics
of metaphor. 7rends in Cognitive Sciences, 7,
92-96.

[5] Jones, L., & Estes, Z. (2005). Metaphor
comprehension as attributive categorization.
Journal of Memory and Language, 53,
110-124.

[6] Jones, L., & Estes, Z. (2006). Roosters,
robins, and alarm clocks: Aptness and
conventionality in metaphor comprehension.
Journal of Memory and Language, 55,
18-32.



