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Identifying a novel word as a “noun”: The role of functional morphemes
in Japanese infants’ grammatical categorization.
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Abstract

Closed-class grammatical elements such as
determiners and functional morphemes may
serve as cues for infants to segment and to
grammatically categorize a novel word in fluent
speech. The present research explored from
which age Japanese infants were able to
categorize a novel word into a “noun” class by
attending to the functional morphemes that
follow nouns, using the expectation-violation
paradigm. The results suggest that by 18
months of age Japanese infants become able to
identify a novel word as a“ noun,” utilizing the
following functional morpheme as a cue.

Keywords — grammatical categorization of
novel words, functional morphemes, word
learning, infants
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