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Pointing with Circular Motion Promoted Learning Part Names
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Abstract: Learning part names is difficult because young children tend to assume a given word
refers to a whole object. In this study, we examined the effect of two kinds of adults’ finger
movements, simple touch-pointing and pointing with circular motion to test whether such pointing
promoted young children’s learning part names. The participants were 2-, 4-year-olds and adults.

The study showed that pointing with circular-motion was generally more effective than simple

touch-pointing.

2-year-olds, but circular-motion was.

Unlike 4-year-olds and adults, simple touch-pointing was not effective for

This study suggests that pointing with motions may be

more informative about referential intentions for young children.

Keywords: part names, pointing with circular-motion, word learning, referential action.
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Figure 3: Mean frequency of part response
score in isolated part task
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