A change in medical risk perception over treatment stages of blood cancer
patients: Does recurrence make a patient a timid risk-taker?
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Abstract

We investigated risk perception as it appears to cancer patients and how it develops. A wealth of anecdotal
evidence led us to hypothesize that patients' risk attitude would develop from an incipience stage, wherein
they are preoccupied by optimism toward complete treatment, to a recurrence stage, wherein they become
less optimistic and accept the realistic need to cohabitate with the disease. In Study 1, patients of blood
cancer such as leukemia and lymphoma answered a web questionnaire of risk attitudes. Two-factorial
(treatment stage X disease type) ANOVA showed an interaction that decreasing risk optimism upon
recurrence was presented only for lymphoma patients. Hence, our prediction gained partial support. Study
2 investigated possible reasons for this difference by having non-patient participants evaluate text written
by leukemia and lymphoma patients on their recurrence stage. It implied that the number of options
available may impact patients’ motivated thinking of risk judgment.
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