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Abstract

In the present study, we investigated whether songs
can enhance memory. Sugino and Kiyokawa (2013)
demonstrated that participants recall more syllables
when a visual presentation is accompanied by a song
than when there is only a visual presentation. In order
to clarify the effects of both melody and
multi-modality on memory;, it is necessary to compare
performance on the visual presentation with a song
condition against performance in a condition with
visual presentation and spoken items. There were a
higher number of correct recalls in the visual
presentation with a song condition than in the other
two conditions on the immediate recall test. Correct
recalls in both the visual presentation with a song and
the visual presentation with spoken items condition
were significantly higher than were those in the
control condition at the delayed recall test. Participants
in the visual presentation with a song condition
recalled more syllables correctly at their presented
serial positions than did those in the other two
conditions. Thus, the results supported the hypothesis
that multi-modality can enhance memory and
supported the hypothesis that melody can facilitate
serial position memory.
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