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Abstract

In comprehension of the metaphor “TOPIC is
VEHICLE”, features, which are typical characteristic
neither of the topic nor the vehicle, are emerged as
creative interpretations (emergent features). In this
research, we conducted an experiment to examine the
generation process of the creative interpretations
(emergent features). In the experiment, participants
were presented a novel, a familiar metaphor or a literal
sentence in the form of “A is B”. And, they were
asked to respond interpretations of the sentence
vocally and their eye movements were recorded using
an Eye Tracker. The results show that creative
interpretations were dominantly generated from novel
metaphors. Furthermore, the presented words were
visually inspected more detail and the enhanced gaze
to the topic word occurred several seconds before the
generation of the creative interpretations in the novel
metaphors.
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