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Abstract

Educating critical thinking is among the most
important goals in higher education in Japan. Ennis
(1987) defined critical thinking as "reasonable and
reflective thinking that is focused on deciding what to
believe or do." The ability to evaluate evidence and
arguments independently of one's prior beliefs and
opinions is a skill that has been strongly emphasized.
Successful use of critical thinking skills requires an
attitude or willingness to think critically. In this study,
relationships between dispositional components and
critical thinking skills, focusing on applying critical
thinking when reading news, were examined among
Japanese college students. Participants were presented
with a newspaper article portraying an apparently
tragic incident which would lead their readers to hold
strong opinions. Then they were requested to comment
on the incident from an "alternative" perspective.
Participants were also administered with the Japanese
inventory  for critical thinking  dispositions.
Participants were divided into two groups, one group
being successful in taking an alternative perspective
regardless of one's prior opinions and the other being
unsuccessful in doing so. The former group was
significantly higher on scores on the “inquisitiveness”
factor of the critical thinking dispositions. Implications
for critical thinking education were discussed.
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