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Abstract

Recent studies have revealed that automatic and
unconscious processing plays crucial roles not only
in lower-order cognition, but in higher-order ones
such as reasoning, problem-solving, and decision
making. Among many findings, we focused on
goal contagion (Aarts et al., 2004) that perceiving a
goal pursuing behavior of others’ automatically
leads the perceiver to infer, adopt and pursue the
goal as his/her own. In experiment 1, we
examined whether goal contagion occur in context
of hygiene, not taken up in the previous studies.
In experiment 2, we examined whether the
knowledge of goal pursuing situation comes into
play in the process of goal contagion. The results

showed the goal contagion in the context of

hygiene, and the participation of related
knowledge in this process.
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