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Influences of breath information on synchronizations of performance
of wind ensemble
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Abstract

This study investigated whether the effect of
perception of other player’s breath timing on
performance of wing ensemble. 5 pairs of clarinetists
performed ensemble tasks in listening to other’s breath
sound (Breath Sound condition: BS) or without
listening to other’s breath sound (No-Breath Sound
condition: NBS). The ensemble tasks consisted of
playing single tones in three tempos (long tone task)
and performing a piece. The results showed that, in
long tone task, the time lag of playing starts of 2
players were smaller in BS than in NBS condition. In
performing a piece, when quick intake of breath was
needed such as pauses between phrases, the time lag of
playing starts of 2 players were smaller in BS than in
NBS condition. These results suggest that sharing of
breath timing of other player is effective in
performance of music ensemble.
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