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Children develop association between mimetics and iconic gestures.
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Abstract

When Japanese adults produce mimetics for
expressing action or motion, they usually produce it
with spontaneous iconic gestures. This study examined
whether young children also do so, or gradually get to
do so. Like adults, most of 6-year-old children
produced mimetics with spontaneous iconic gestures,
but only half of 5-year-old children did so. The results
suggest that children develop the high association
between mimetics and iconic gestures during this
period.
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