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Abstract

It is assumed that category learning can be divided
into 3 major types. (1) learning with summary
information, (2) learning with exemplars, and (3)
learning with both summary information and
exemplars. This research examines the differences in
categorization after category learning between
learning with only a prototype exemplar (the prototype
condition) and learning with some exemplars around
the prototype (the exemplar condition).

The results of the experiment showed that there was
no difference in the ratings for subjective
comprehension of learning categories and those for
ease of learning between the two conditions. The
ratings were obtained from the participants
immediately after category learning. The trend in the
proportion of correct categorizations in the transfer
test was almost the same in both conditions: the values

decreased according to the distance from the prototype.

A similar trend was observed in the confidence ratings
for categorization in the prototype condition. On the
other hand, in the exemplar condition, the confidence
ratings did not vary widely with variation in the
distance from the prototype.

These results indicate that there are some differences
in categorization between learning with only summary
information and learning with some exemplars.
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