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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
process of reinterpretation and explanation by using a
narrative insight problem. The task we employed here
was “barber task” (Gardner, 1978), where participants
should reinterpret a “key fact” and construct an
explanation based on reinterpretation of the “key fact”
in order to explain an unexpected outcome. The
experimental results are summarized as follows: (1) it
is difficult to construct new explanation based on
reinterpretation of a key fact that was already used for
an initial explanation and (2) achieving
reinterpretation needs to call continuous attention to
such key fact.
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