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Abstract

This study discussed functions of sentence-final
particles in terms of listeners’ perception of modality
and generation of modality tag on the propositional
representation of message sentences based on four
psychological researches. On listening sentences
with the sentence-final particle “no” listeners generate
human relational modality tag such as ‘involvement
required’. The tag more activates the sentence
proposition and showed better memory performance
than the case of the same declarative sentences. On
listening sentences which finish with “kedo” listeners
generate another tag such as ‘incomplete message’.
The tag maintained the sentence memory longer.
These effects show the importance of modality
psychology of the sentence-final expression in terms
of relation-building communication.
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