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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether
there is a difference in the speed of sentence
comprehension between bilingual and monolingual
learners. In order to clarify the above research question,
this  study examined the speed of both
Mongolian-Chinese  bilingual ~and  monolingual
Chinese/Mongolian native speakers™ Japanese language
sentence processing. In an experiment based on the
competition model, the participants were required to
identify the actor of a series of Japanese simple word
strings, of which consists of one verb and two nouns.
Word order and case marking cues, in these word strings,
are competed or consistent with each other. The results
based on ANOVA analysis indicate a statistical
significance in the speed of phrase comprehension in
both between monolingual learners and between
bilingual and monolingual learners is showed. The
results suggest that sentence processing mechanisms of
bilingual learner “s might be different from monolingual
learner’s. Moreover, there may also exist a correlation
between a language student’s speed of sentence
comprehension in a second or third language and
language distance between the student’s language(s) they
have already mastered and language they are currently
learning.
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