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Interpretation of Referred Area in Teaching Part Names
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Abstract

This study investigated interpretation of a referred
area when the experimenter pointed at an object part
by forefinger. Participants colored a picture of an
object to show their interpretation of a word meaning
viewing a video of an adult uttering a nonsense word
and pointing at an object part. When an object that
does not have a clear function (e.g., a square wood
panel) is pointed, participants interpreted the whole
object was referred. However, when an object that has
a clear function was pointed and the pointed part was
separable (e.g., knock bottom of a ball-point pen),
participants interpreted the pointed part was referred.
When an object that has a clear function was pointed
and the pointed part was unseparable, (e.g., screw part
of a screw bolt), participants interpreted the whole
object was referred. Participants  interpreted
meanings of an adult’s pointing at an object part
considering the object’s characteristics, that is,
whether the object has a function and the part is
separable..
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