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Abstract

This study investigates on-line comprehension of
adjectival phrase in Japanese. We examined whether
guiding listener’s visual attention to the contrastive
objects enhanced the pragmatic interpretation of
pre-nominal modifiers. In a Visual World paradigm
experiment, the visual guidance and the visual context
were manipulated when participants listened to the
adjectival phrase. Participant’s gaze was biased
towards one of contrastive objects when it moved in
his/her peripheral vision. After this, his/her gaze
shifted toward the other contrast object which shared
the color with another object. This result suggests that
the color adjective was understood using the pragmatic
interpretation. When the visual guidance was not
introduced, this bias was not found. These results
suggest that the utilization of the pragmatic
interpretation of pre-nominal modifiers may be
mediated by the state of visual attention.
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