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Abstract

This study examines how the imitation of

professional  photographers' pictures affects a
beginner's photographic process. One subject, a female
undergraduate, participated in a three-month
experiment, which included four sessions taking her
own individual photographs and three sessions
imitating professionals’ photographs. The two types of
sessions were conducted alternatively, and after each
session the subject was interviewed by one of the
authors about her experience of photography. A
professional photographer evaluated the creativity of
the student’s pictures. The results indicate that her
creativity did not significantly improve. However, the
results of the interviews show that she gradually
started to use ways of expression used in the
professionals' photographs.
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