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Abstract
The philosopher Dennett proposed human cogni-

tive strategies (three stances) in which humans con-
strue the behavior of other entities: ‘intentional’, ‘de-
sign’ and ‘physical’ stances. Dennett’s philosophical
discussion is logically valid but not scientifically ver-
ified. In the present study, we redefined the stances
and verified the efficiency of them scientifically by
conducting three psychological experiments. The first
experiments revealed that there are four linguistic
conceptual categories for understanding behavior of
entities. The next two experiments revealed that the
three categories almost correspond to the Dennett’s
three stances. However, there was no direct evidence
that human understand behavior of entities by at-
tributing principle. The discussions concluded that
human focus on the characteristic of surface behavior
and vary four conceptual categories to suit the type
of behavior.

Keywords — Dennett, intentional stance, de-
sign stance, physical stance, psychological
stance
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