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Understanding of object-appropriate motions in infancy; Car or animal?
Daisuke Kosugi, Chizuko Murai, & Shoji Itakura

Abstract: One-year-old infants were shown events in which amorphous objects moved along two forms of
motion paths: one horizontal car-like, the other curvilinear animal-like-hopping. Infants were tested with small
models to determine how they re-enact these motions on the basis of those of animals (mammals) and cars. Older
infants (mean age = 22 months) re-enacted horizontal motions with cars, and curvilinear motions with animals
more than younger infants did (mean age = 17 months). However, it was suggested that even younger infants as
well as older ones might appreciate distinct motions appropriate to two types of objects. The results indicate that
infants, during their second year, develop their understanding of motor characteristics of objects such as animals

or cars.
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