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Abstract 

Researchers often noticed that the use of one 
syntactic structure in a preceding utterance or a 
sentence increases the likelihood of the use of the 
same structure in a following utterance or a sentence 
during spontaneous and controlled interaction and 
production. Thus, it is conceivable that this 
phenomenon called syntactic priming (Bock, 1986) 
can be utilized for novice language learners to improve 
their syntactic processing. Our final goal is to come up 
with pedagogical guidelines for immediate and 
accurate language production through making use of 
syntactic priming. 

The first author has implemented a series of syntactic 
priming experiments and obtained new findings 
regarding vocabulary and syntactic information of 
Japanese EFL (English as a Foreign Language) 
learners. In this paper, we report on a new experiment 
based on the previous studies (e.g., Morishita, 2012; 
Morishita & Yokokawa, 2012).  
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⾲ 1  

1 The driver gave the car to the 

policeman / the policeman the car 

2 The secretary sent the news to the 

businessman / the businessman the 

news 

3 The captain lent the lifejacket to the 

passenger / the passenger the 

lifejacket 

4 The artist gave the painting to the 

customer / the customer the painting 

5 The student showed the report to the 

teacher / the teacher the report 

6 The mother bought the food for the 

baby / the baby the food 

7 

 

The assistant sold the ticket to the fan 

/ the fan the ticket 

8 The designer showed the jacket to the 

customer / the customer the jacket 

9 The child gave the magazine to the 

friend / the friend the magazine 

10 The grandmother sent the present to 

the girl / the girl the present 

11 

 

The woman sold the bike to the 

neighbor / the neighbor the bike 

12 The traveler bought the picture for the 

boy / the boy the picture 

13 The assistant lent the dress to the 

customer / the customer the dress 

14 The secretary gave the letter to the 

chief / the chief the letter 

15 

 

The lawyer sent the news to the 

woman / the woman the news 

16 The nurse bought the flower for the 

patient / the patient the flower 

17 The teacher sold the book to the 

student / the student the book 

18 The student showed the money to the 

boyfriend / the boyfriend the money 

19 The manager lent the book to the 

employee / the employee the book 
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engineer / the engineer the letter 
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 ᩥ࣒ࣛࣉ

a) The driver showed the car to the policeman. 

b) The driver showed the policeman the car. 

c) The driver gave the car to the policeman. 

d) The driver gave the policeman the car. 

 

 ᩥࢺࢵࢤ࣮ࢱ

The man showed ... 
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⾲ 3 ⋡  

 A 

(alter) 

B 

(PO) 

C 

(block) 

D  

(DO) 

PO 26.7 36.9 20.8 12.3 

DO 22.9 18.1 31.9 33.2 

Other 50.5 45.0 47.3 54.5 
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