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Abstract

The aim of this article is to propose a universal method to
fundamentally understand what “sameness” means, and how
it is possible to subsist. We could not perceive anything if
there were no difference at all in our experience. Our
experience of the same thing is essentially mediated by
multiple differences. Given that differences are ubiquitous
and fundamental, “sameness” can be interpreted as “nulled
difference.” To perceive something as a same thing means
that in our experience, there occur counteractions to certain
differences. The same is the effect of such counteractions to
differences, which makes a contrast with straightforward
differences. This contrast — which is a sort of difference
again — distinguishes the same from its background
differences. Accordingly, I claim that sameness can be
defined by (and reduced to) difference. To support this claim,
I refer to empirical experimental knowledge concerning
fixational eye movement, vision of toads, neural adaptation,
and the nature of neuron.
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