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Abstract

This study investigated the relationships between topic-
vehicle similarity and number of interpretations of simile
expression. In Study 1, 50 university students generated up to
three interpretations for each of 120 simile expressions
collected by Nakamoto and Kusumi (2004). We found
significant positive correlations between topic-vehicle
similarity ratings collected in a previous study and the number
of interpretations. This results revealed that topic-vehicle
similarity may affect number of interpretations in simile
comprehension.
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