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Importance of temporal contingency in mother—child
interactions for children’s imitation learning
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Abstract

This study examined whether a temporal
contingency in mother—child interactions is effective
in children’s imitation learning. The participants
consisted of 20 children (mean age = 26.90 months)
who observed their mother’s live demonstrations on a
color television monitor of how to play with novel
toys under two conditions: live and delayed
(one-second). Thereafter, the children were presented
with the toys that the mothers had previously played
with to assess their imitation behaviors. The results
revealed that the children’s imitation performances
under the live condition were significantly higher than
those under the delayed condition, thus suggesting
that temporal contingency plays an important role in
children’s imitation behaviors.
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