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Abstract

In late years, the word “medical interview” spread
widely in medical practice. Good communication
between doctors and patients came to be regarded as
more important. In order to improve the quality of the
medical interview, it’s very important that the doctor
grasps the pain symptoms of patients exactly. However,
it’s very difficult for doctors to suppose the degree and
the cause of the pain symptoms based on what patients
express orally because the pain is the subjective
experience. In medical interviews, Japanese patients
often use onomatopoeia such as “kiri-kiri” and
“gan-gan” to express their pain symptoms and medical
conditions. Doctors try to grasp patients’ condition by
using a metaphor closely related to onomatopoeia. In
our study, therefore, we focus on the relationship
between onomatopoeia and metaphor, and create a
system which automatically proposes the metaphor
corresponding to the onomatopoeia input by users. Our
system is expected to support the medical interview in
medical practice.
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