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The ghosts of number forms (3): individual variation and irregularity in
spatial configuration effect.
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Abstract

Some people automatically and involuntarily “see”
mental images of numbers in spatial arrays when they
think of numbers. This phenomenon, called number
forms, shares three key characteristics with the other
types of synaesthesiae, within-individual consistency,
between-individual variety, and mixture of regularity and
randomness. The results of numerical comparison
experiments suggest that mental number lines of
non-synaesthetes vary by individuals.
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