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Effect of task information about text to write
on expression of representation production
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Abstract

In this research, we assumed that representational
changes in writing undergo two phases, construction
phase and expression phase, and these phases repeat
by turns. In the construction phase, the mental
representation of writing tasks changes from a
concrete representation, such as text summary, to an
abstract representation, which reflects a deeper
understanding of the text. In the expression phase, in
reverse, representation changes from abstract to
concrete. The expression phase involves the following
three processes: writing the message, adding
information to written sentences, and supplementing
the message with concrete examples. We supposed
that the quality of representation formed in the
construction phase affects production processes in the
expression phase. In this study, we compared two
conditions: (1) wherein only contents of the text to
write were presented and (2) wherein contents of the
text to write as well as the point of view of readers
were presented. The result indicated that in the latter
condition, the number of sentences used for writing
the message was higher and the number of sentences
used for adding information to written sentences was
lower than those in the contents only condition. Thus,
task information affects the quality of representation
formed in the construction phase and the processes in
the expression phase.
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