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Putting your palms together increases bouncing perception
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Abstract

This study investigated whether the orientation of the
palms of the hands, when located just below a visual
display, would alter stream/bounce perception.
Participants reported whether two moving objects
appeared to “stream through” or “bounce off” each
other. The results showed that the participants reported
a bouncing perception more frequently when they kept
their palms together than in the other palm orientation
conditions. The same tendency was observed when
proprioceptive information was presented, even
without visual feedback. These findings suggest that
hand-centered coordinate systems can alter bistable
visual motion perception.
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