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Database for a developmental study of children’s musical behavior:
Presentation and discussion for possible future research
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Abstract

In this presentation, we demonstrate a database
that the Yamaha Music Foundation has developed for
the purpose of investigating the developmental
processes of children’s musical behaviors. Data were
collected through our longitudinal observations of 30
parent-child pairs as they interactively played with
musical instruments (e.g., a small glockenspiel) during
the first 4 years of the child’s life. In the process of the
database construction, we first manually prepared
coding sheets (i.e., text data) for all movie data and
used them as “content indexes” to refer to a specific
scene within the mass of videotaped data. Then, in
order to make our database more unique and useful as
a research tool, we installed various functions, such as
synchronizing the presentation of the movie data with
the coding sheet and bookmarking and annotating
functions in the sheets. With these functions,
researchers are able to more easily make and update
their own observational notes and analyze the details
of the longitudinal data more efficiently. We discuss
the technical advantages and uniqueness of our
database and explore possible ways to use it in
reference to our preliminary study on the emergence of
musical behaviors in infancy. Because we think that
longitudinal data concerning the development of
“musical” behaviors is very rare, our database has
great potential to contribute to various research fields,
such as music education, the psychology of music, and
developmental studies on mother-child interactions.
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