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Abstract

The present study examined effects of external re-
sources on problem solving. We compared perfor-
mances of participants who have unlimited/active
and limited /passive accesses to the external resources
in solving a problem. Although there was no signifi-
cant difference in the proportion of participants who
were able to solve the problem, participants in Unlim-
ited condition were able to discover the key idea that
leads to the solution. The results suggest that simply
manifesting and realizing internal constrains by exter-
nal resources does not necessarily leads to solutions.
Rather, being able to think and reflect on operabil-
ities of external resources by actually manipulating
and using the external resources is a important factor

that leads to solutions.
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