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Abstract
The aim of this study is to analyze semantic

information of Japanese locative verbs, such as OKU
(put), NAGERU (throw), TSUMU (load) and
MITASU (fill). Locative verbs encode the relationship
between a moving object and a location. Although
locative verbs all show this semantic similarity, their
syntactic possibilities are different. An experiment
investigated the focusing properties of semantic roles.
Sentence continuation tasks were used in which
subjects wrote continuations to sentence fragments
containing two antecedents, each occupying a different
semantic role. Twenty-four experimental sentences
were constructed, each of which mentioned an object
and a location. The experimental sentences contained
verbs with theme, goal and instrument roles. The
results of the experiment showed a preference for
referring to a particular semantic role regardless of the
word order. Although theme role is generally preferred,
the preference for goal or instrument role was greater
in some sentences. The results are discussed in terms
of the semantic information. The locative alternation,

that is Figure-Ground alternation is also discussed.

Keywords — locative verbs, locative alternation,
thematic roles, focus, sentence continuation task
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(10) a. Ken sprayed water onto the flower.
b. Ken sprayed the flower with water.
(11) a. Ken loaded hay into the wagon.

b. Ken loaded the wagon with hay.
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