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Abstract

This article deals with a certain effect of bare
infinitive/ru-form in garden-path sentence processing.
It is well known fact that sentences with nominal
relative clause show a structural ambiguity between
simple sentential reading and relative clause reading.
However, the sentences including ru-form verb as
main predicate in relative clause reduce the garden
path effect in contrast to the ones including ta-form
verb. To account for this phenomenon, we develop the
new semantics of Japanese bare infinitive/ru-form
following Stalnaker (1999), in which the clause with
bare infinitive/ru-form  denotes  “propositional
concept” and such a propositional concept forces
recipients to get a plural point of view, which provides
a room for different interpretation, that is, either
simple sentential reading or relative clause reading,
and thus the garden-path effect does not take place.
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