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Abstract

We conducted an experiment to investigate the nature of
sound symbolic patterns, relative to the concept of “size”. The
goal was to determine whether native Japanese speakers do
associate certain concepts to certain sounds, and if this is the
case, on what basis the process takes place.

The results showed that native Japanese speakers do use
sound symbolic associations, and a more detailed analysis on
vowel effect helped us to understand that they are based on
acoustic properties, rather than articulatory ones. That is, bigger
referents are associated to lower frequency phonemes, while
smaller referents with higher frequency phonemes.

Keywords — Size-sound symbolism, Japanese,
Articulatory phonetics, Acoustic phonetics, Vowel formant
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