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Abstract
This paper sets out to discuss the morphological

priming effect of Japanese verbs from the perspective
of a cross-modal priming experiment. By investigating
its applicability in the two aspects of morphological
regularity and orthographical similarity based on the
Two-Level model, a hypothesis put forward by
Marslen-Wilson (1997), it is found that both play an
important role in the morphological processing of
Japanese verbs. First, as the distinction is not clearly
defined between regular and irregular verbs, in
morphological processing of the latter Japanese
learners tend to employ a method similar to that of the
former. Second, it is also found that orthographical
similarity influence learners’ processing of irregular
verbs. In high degree of similarity, the facilitation from
sharing Lexical entry in Lemma Level will be reduced
by morphological similarity in Lexeme Level, thus
weakening the morphological priming effect of
Japanese verbs. This study will not only enrich the
cognitive theoris of Japanese vocabulary, but also
contribute a lot to the morphological teaching of

Japanese verbs.
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