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On the processing of role language in Japanese: An ERP study
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Abstract

When we hear a Japanese sentence like "Washi-wa
idai-na hatsumeika ja (I am a great inventor.)," we can
imagine an elderly man as the speaker of the sentence.
These expressions (i.e., wahshi, -ja) that invoke a
specific personality of the speaker are called "role
language". This study examined how the role language
is processed by native Japanese speakers. We recorded
ERPs while native Japanese speakers judged the
compatibility between a picture of a character and a
sentence containing role language. Mismatched pairs
of picture and sentence showed an N400 effect and
thus we can conclude that an N400 effect is sensitive
to the mismatch between language expressions and its
invoked mental/visual images as well. This result
suggests that role language is processed by way of
linguistic process; furthermore the process is not
syntactic but semantic/lexical.
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1. [FCHIC

BT = A VRSO TN 72 S HEE VO
NIRRT D2 Endialpwv. 72 21X, A
KEFZFZAZOZLAND (D ATERRFEAZL
] LEELEEY, Fy A F FLAZE LN
(D2 LIENDEFT V] LEELTZY T 55T
HES Z 3B LL 2. LrL, EEFOHH
TIEZO X I REFEENETIACHEBTHZ &
EO oI, ZRTHEBET = A{EROH
TZ O LiGmicao7c & &, AAREZGEE
THHECHEE THIEAEZ IS, b LITER
WICRE AR L, FAED DN TE DR
AY. FRETTRLS, ZHILESEENEZHIZ
Lzl &, HOVIIEIC LT L X ITEDEEE DI
ROFAKKA A=V b IRERGBTLIZ LG
L2, 61X, NBORERENLZED

ND TEELZ D 72 SHEE W) &b HFEEWE
IRBZENTED. ZHLEESERIODESED
Z & BREIZE (role language) &\ 9 [1]. #&EGE

FETO XS ICHAE D,

bHLFFEOSHEE Y GERE - F8lE - SV EIL -
A hx—va g Bl LRED ANME
(Fifm, VERI. TBCE. B, PR A4 - JRU
MRS ZRWNVENPRLIENTEDLHEE . b
HWVNEDLRED NG ERTRIND L D
NPT HEH L Z S R EHEEVE A
FNRHZENTEDLLE, ZOFHEEBEVE
MEHRIFE] LRSS,

([1], p.205)

TEFELDH < EFTRIAFEO—FETHD. Ll
BURH ARGEIZIRWNT, — AFR - SUREKB R 2T
IS Z & THRFEX Y T 7 X E2TEHKL, ZTF
Wiz b2 enTcEs2l. 2oz Lo b EEREL
—HORE SN NIHEH SN D FERAOES
TiE7e <, BIRAARGE L L CHAGERGEGEE N FF
OHFMERDO—MEMERL L TNDHLEHEZXD T &N
T&ED.

I TERBEN, FRICSEEO M OMIE D B
FIFEDILBIZHSWT DR E L 5. &KEIFEILH;
M7REREZ IV, KRR ZZE(SEDH 2 L TR
Blansd. FBEEOMEMRREEOZITRIC I T
DN L > THIRS LD, AIRITHR TR 72
X¥ T8 —TVA L EMEBEICLHIAR, £ LT
TEFENDL DX ¥ FMFIC Lo TRIESND. 5
A BN FFERI L NWBOMICREFEOMEM T
BEIZBE L COREEGHERH - - 5E 1IN Y) 72
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2. EEBOFHEE

MWD &) JUTIEEGE & 3kl L 7R a2 R - C
2.1.

WD, FEATHIZE CIIHGEED @IS HER & Vv D &
D HEBROEAFEHERKSIEDL LN EER
BEET HILITHE : B DR & ERP fi

HEEFEOMIIZS>WT ERP Z AW/ 1E W
EER LNV, FED

=i

L TWo. &EIFEGEGE L FERICEE 2 2 b S
WLRITEL L WO FELRIZER T2 &, &5
FED A Y 7o M IS L CHAGE D ALER &[RRI
N400 h MBI N L L FHlEN 5.
S WEE WIS 5 ERP
ZHWTFE L L CRARGEDOWGEEZ H Wz b 0N

b5, WEELHEEE AW RER GEEOREL

2.3. FHAR
ML) 1Z o TREEZ 2L S B 5 8 L 1A O

FHERAND LW HICBWTETHD. =L %

(Z[3]TiE A AFEDELGEEA R LA R R Ok

WD D ER) &AL ER (FEEHANCE D

A B OER T[]l 25 B 2RO 6 D — A5
HER) ZOFERFFOZ LITERL, HAGE

ERKRBLOMAGOEEH W, O [H7=< L-

SFET) @ b L-TThb 0@ bbx-b
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F-TED). InboRBITTNAEh, OHE~
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iK% ERP eI~ 7. AR S, EERIZZ < OEBET = A VEM TH

RENDHIRHTH .

(1) a. WEEOAHEH

MBAFZ S > TED D REMIE I TT.
b. L) R WGEE O

INLORBAZLXEENEHTLMEE LS

o N O EHE O ) ek A G & A ) 22 R
HhEbErERL,

BARAGEZ D> CHEIDT DEMITINTT.

c. AN Y 2R WGEE O

ek

BMRBEZ S > TBEOICRDEMIIZNTT.

1GEZGiest e Ao
HEDENEY)TH D% 9 TRWINE b BT
HEISEDLT Vv — M EITol. FEEEAMEIC
T HOM O, HAEOENBER S - (P,
22)=386.83, p<.001; Fi(1, 58)=232.13, p<.001).
WEEA L <5 A ARBENGEFEEHECIXQ) ¥ 1 7 ZORERNG, HHEEE ENEHET D ANWB O
DU LT N400 Zh RN B I iz Ll & HEDENREETHLEERD.
TW2. ZOZ LB TITHGEEDRRILSFERE
AOERICEDLIERIZEENTVWD EEERESN
TW5.

2.3. ERP =B
F I TIREHEEDO R EE IR N T

KRB MEF TR KR FZORAE 16 4 (B 10
& - k64, FHFER 205 4 » A) CTEBA
FFEFEO AR 2T BV T S N400 25381
RINTZIEERELTEBY, HAEOWEEIZIX
N TH BAGR B A & ToRBoE - BRI 22K IZ FE-5 <
ML THON TS EfEmDT TV 5.

Fl&, EERENEZAR LTV fIBoEHNICIE

Cedrus % SuperLab 4.0 Zflifi L, Z2MEMNL O
i DFE#RIZ 1 Cedrus #l Response Pad Model
RB-530 # 7=
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FEERIIE 1,024 X768 B vILDT T T
O 2R L, M E COEBEIEH 100 cm &
Lz, EBRBINE 1 AHT=0, 1 5&FI2oX 120
AT, BFF 240 BUTE T X LRNEFTIT R,
40 AT T L ISR AR BRA TS, BROIERS - HoR -
Jisi DT « KBS X OVEEZ 28 o0 THEBRIT 1
M 80 REETH 7=, FEEBRANMIEERIZ OV
THLLHBALABEZYA 2L TH b0z
KBRS INE I EBRL ITHAL E LT 1,000 H %X
ootz

TR TIIL>AWA F A FONRIZHEHIZE
ATANDNHOSHERB WS LTHEE LA
Z 4 BT S EoEAR L7z, K1
1TOWNERT.

L,
PRA
13

HRR
+ 2,000msec
=)
50msec
X
HLIZEKBARL e, | 2000msec
zH
350msec

45Rk
700msec

zH
350msec

KRG
3,000msec

X 1.

1 70

Mo & AREREE R IE, M FiékEl (Neuroscan
# SCAN NuAmps Express) ZHWCitdkL7-.
WEIITEmY v v 7% A, [EEE 10-20 ERAL
BV T F3, F4, F7, F8, C3, C4, T17, TS,
P3, P4, P7, P8, 01, 02, Fz, Cz, Pz ® 17 F v > %
NVEMERL, BB Fpz, JEMEEMKIT M H 42
R E Lo, IREKEZ) 2 BT 5720 EIRAE &
FER T OB D EOG ZME Lz, ROl
A =% 2 13EH] 5 kohm BLFiZ L7z, EOG
BT 100 mV 2L EFE721%-100 mV LA F O &EN %
WE LB IT IR O 7 —F 7 7 7 bk h

REWCOEDRDIRHT N OITRAN LT, D%
HERBIMEIZONTERIEZ LIZERITOT — ¥
EMRESEEIL, &SMEIZOW TR &k
FOEE) ERP i E KD, 72k, MEROT —
S L LT E AN Y 2 G o (Fit
M) T LT, [RRBTE RV LB X TRIT,
BILORMEY) el A HE (NonFit §:04) 1oxf L
T IFBTx5) LEXTFITIIMAE ORISR G
BRob L7z,

3. ERDER

2 12 ERP OfINGEHE %2, M 3 IZ5MEMD
EZERT NRT T T 4 R

ANWA 7 A MR O EoREEE 5 300-500 ms
DI DR T [~ ORI G4/ T 2038l
Bahb.

B A EPo 3 B (Fz, Cz, Pz), 2RI
#Wo 8 &M (F3, F4, C3, C4, P3, P4, 01, 02),
IBEER O 6 & (F7, F8, T7, T8, P7, P8) 124717,
TEEEHE 300-500 ms DSEHEBALEICHOWT, HlTK
DA E (Type) & EMEAL (Position) & % %
L LI IRL DB DB 21772 > 72,

Type O E%h 5 (F(1, 15)=8.88, p<.01), Position
D EE (K2, 30)=33.89, p<.001), Type &
Position OZZAAEM (F(2, 30)=6.62, p<.05) 73 fL
LNz, ZEEEOER, Fz-Cz- Pz ThEh
\ZBWT Fit §fF & NonFit &IEORICAH BN
bl (p<.05).

Type ® E%hF (K1, 15)=13.21, p<.05),
Position ®FE#hHE (K7, 105)=28.55, p<.001),
Type & Position ™% HAEA (F(7, 105)=3.45,
p<.05) BHA L. ZEEBOFESR, F3 LSO
BRIC I\ T Fit & & NonFit F&EOBICHE
ERH o7z (p<.05),
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Fit &4
NonFit &4

2 AMWA T ANETHE-100~1,000ms B OBRIMETHKEE (N=16).

600-700ms

300-400ms 400-500ms 500-600ms

+3uV

. )
3uVv

700-800ms 800-900ms 900-1000ms

3 NonFit &ME-FitZH o E%2 "3 bR T Z7 7 4 (N=16).

Type ® F#hF: (F(1,15)=9.65, p<.05), Position
O EBFE (K5, 75)=30.34, p<.001), Type &
Position ® & HAEM (F(5, 75)=3.53, p<.05) 7% H.
LT ZEEBOER, FT U OEMIZEBNT,
Fit &k & NonFit £HEORICHEEEZNH - -

(p<.05),

‘

Ky

F3, F4, C3, C4, P3, P4 ® 6 EMEIZ DO\ T, H#
oA EASWSMH (Type : Fit 54:/NonFit &
), |EMmAEO A (LR EI4), #idzt

(Anteriority : ®ii/H/#%) ZEKR & L7V L
DD 4T - 7=, Type ® EZIR (F(1,
15)=10.79, p<.01), Anteriority ® F%I % (F2,

i

30)=44.91, p<.005), Type & Anteriority %3 A
EM (F(2, 30)=12.34, p<.005) BR. 6 7-. L&
e ofE R, #i - - ROETIZBWT, Fit &
& NonFit £ D MICHEZEMN B - 72 (p<.05).

WAt T OfERE £ &2 L, LA F3 -
F7 DA OFRALTIE, Fit &4 & Hifg LT NonFit
FMETNL00 VR E B2 DN D REENEE SN
TWEEZD.

4. BREFLED

ERP EBR Of5E R % 400 ms &0 T SN [&
PEDNRZ T LICELET D, RERTH LA
MR RRREME DR BT N400 B iR 7Z B2 D 2 &
NTE 5. N400 [ZEFEOERABIZEDL 5 A

— 757 —



201200 0000000020000

L LTESHLNTWNAZ ENBIRDZ EN
EZAOND. HEOSEEBWVE AWML T X MO
HEDHICH T HLBIIT A7 &b ERELEN
BboTWns B2 bND. S HICEDORERA K
X ERERI OB T Tl <A T A MIXT DK
JEIRFIZ B kR L TITh TV D alRRME A R IR S
fo. R THWERNIE, &EFEE AW
ANWA T A NOMBEDETHDL. ERSINF ~
DHRIT BERENTZA T A MDA EIZER
SNTEXDOFEBNZTL20EFHENPLWLMNE SN
WL EVWOIBETH-T. 2D END,
FEBRBIME N LEA T A FOEAEHIW AT
PEFEIT 2 B 2 b d, OABGE» LR
L7ZEEB W ERICE RSN X0 S EE OV OIHE
BEAZHET S &V ol E | QXD S HEE VW
LR LAY A AV ERICETREINTZAYA
FANOHEMEELZEWTHEVIEERETHDL, =
TTARFERTA 7 A MIxtT o5& LTEEL
HIZHRWBID D 8 D N400 BB S =2 &
5, EROFEEGDDIF ) BDZY RN TH D &
SZ2THITHDH. £, ZOFEBRT P300 KON
BmasnnholZ E b A 7 A MRS
HZEEBVELICETRINEXOFEB W E &L
T2 W) MR AEZ R T 5. X AWA
A=V BELIEBICAMA 7 A NS5 L
WO RBEN T DD 61X, XERICE-T
WIZEREND NWA T A N~OFFHERAEL D &
Bond, TOMFIIKT 5 ANMA T A RPN ER
END LWL TR DRRE LT R E R
faoCLES. PHIL WAL DlIxT 2
RISHBEISN DD THNIZA T A FERKIC
P300 RN BE SN DL LTSNS, LALA
FETIT P300 B SN o7, T &
DL IND NG ERBEL, DA A -V LED
ANA T A NZHET D VS LEBIT b T
WD AR IRV E W R D

N400 WP BE I N E WD Z & & [8]%[4]
EDOREEIZONW TN S, RERICKIT DG E
HEr CIIAHOA T2 FBABESEZSHEBE VL
HICERLEXOFEB ORI L W) F]

P4- 1

REMEA R N7, b LI DX ) RAHENRITRbAT
WHRBIE, SEBVOIEREN « SCEM AN T
X7 AR - FEREE WA 2 I BV CRHIGE
NRBENTNDLEEZOND. Z0OZ LITHGE
DN KT BB HS>WT O3], [l EEE
FIELRWV. ZOZEnLHGED HERE L LS
BRICL > THEBLEILIED, ZLTEDLEE
WA OFERE RS & Vo RN Z TZED
WMEDOHE HLE TS EBNWLZLE S LN T
5.

AHFFE TITBEFGE OB DML, Z A HGED
ME LI L TV D Z LI OWTHRTE L. S
FHEERORELEZ TS HE/RNFETHD.
AEEYHFZ 6 MEBEOSERENVD, BlofhT
ERENTELATVLAZ A TICL o TRELE
BINTEbDThHD, KEFETIAT 47 DR
mEHIIHY, BIELIELERRLZ Ty —F v L
REEEFFOSHETH O], 2ol iha %4t
WCEASNRBOEBRBERZHIT TN Z LR
EZ NS, AEUREE S I OB SRS
IZ R DB S BT D Alae eI 72 < R,
B AARIZB T 5 EEFEOMEE O —MHIZ 2T
THOMNZ LI WnWR 5,

& 30k
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