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Abstract

This study investigated interpretation of a referred
area when a person pointed at stimulus board using a
hand (“arm pointing,”) or an index finger (index finger
pointing). Participants looked at a video that showed
an agent pointed at a stimulus using arm pointing or
index finger pointing with touching or no-touching the
stimulus. The stimuli included letter A, groups of
alphabet letters, and combination of a circle and a
square. Then participants were asked which part or
whole of the stimulus was referred. The results were
that both the index finger pointing with touching and
the arm pointing with touching were interpreted that
the pointed part was referred. If these pointing actions
did not include touching the stimulus, these actions
were interpreted that a whole stimulus was referred.
However, if the stimulus had special parts such as
groups of alphabet letters, then the participant
interpreted that one of such groups of letters was
referred. The study suggested that arm pointing and
index finger pointing were interpreted in similar
manner. Interpretation of the referred area changed
according to touching the stimulus part or not and
characteristics of the stimulus.
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