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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the
relationship between pitch storage and phonological
storage in working memory. In a recognition task
using musical tones (pitch information), speech sounds
(phonological information), and visual patterns,
participants were asked to retain two stimulus
sequences. In the different type condition, the nature
of the first and second stimulus set was different (e.g.,
one sequence was musical tones and the other was
speech sounds). In the same type condition, the nature
of the two sequences was the same (e.g., both
sequences were musical tones). We found that the
recognition rate of musical tones and speech sounds in
the different type condition was higher than in the
same type condition. The results suggest that pitch
storage is independent from phonological storage.
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