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Interpreting Anticipation: A psycholinguistic inquiry to how professional
interpreters differ from interpreter trainees in the processing of the L2
source language text
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Abstract

In the present experiment, professional interpreters and
interpreter trainees were instructed to read, and later
recall, two types of stimuli, one of which included
English sentences with unpredictable turns of phrase
which would cause additional processing load if
participants anticipated the upcoming word on the basis
of the preceding context; and the other without such
phrase. The participants to this experiment were also
tested for the amount of knowledge necessary to
correctly understand the stimuli. The results showed that
while there was no significant difference in the amount
of knowledge between professional and student
interpreters professional interpreters’ reading times for
the critical region with an unpredictable turn of phrase
were significantly slower than those of student
interpreters. The results thus suggest that anticipation of
the upcoming message in processing and comprehension
of incoming text is more salient among professional
interpreters than interpreter trainees.

Keywords — prediction, anticipation, interpretation,
interpreters, context, discourse, second language
processing
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CCIR)

The Fed’s dual mandate is to foster maximum

employment and price stability. The Federal Open

Market Committee voted unanimously on Wednesday to

continue its accommodative policy so that short-term

interest rates should remain near zero.

F—=77v 30

(a) The Fed’s decision was due to high unemployment
and low inflation in the US economy.

(b) The Fed’s decision was due to low unemployment
and high inflation in the US economy.
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(A) Right anticipation ~ (B) Wrong anticipation
Context  The Fed’s dual The Fed’s dual
Region  mandate is to foster mandate is to foster

maximum employment
and price stability. The
Federal Open Market
Committee voted
unanimously on
Wednesday to continue
its accommodative
policy so that short-
term interest rates
should remain near
Zero.

maximum employment
and price stability. The
Federal Open Market
Committee voted
unanimously on
Wednesday to continue
its accommodative
policy so that short-
term interest rates
should remain near
Zero.
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First The Fed’s decision The Fed’s decision
Region  was due to was due to

Priming  high low

Region

Critical  unemployment unemployment
Region

Final and low inflation in the and high inflation in
Region  US economy. the US economy.
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Sample Stimuli (incl. context)

1.

The Fed’s dual mandate is to foster maximum
employment and price stability. The Federal Open
Market Committee voted unanimously on
Wednesday to continue its accommodative policy so
that short-term interest rates should remain near
Zero.

(@) The Fed’s decision was due to high
unemployment and low inflation in the U.S.
economy.

(b)The Fed’s decision was due to low
unemployment and high inflation in the U.S.
economy.

2.

Rome became the latest European capital to feel the
wrath of the mighty bond markets last week,

when a political wobble over austerity measures was
punished by a threatened downgrade

from the ratings agencies.

(a) For ordinary Italians, the result was lower
pensions and higher health costs.

(b)For ordinary Italians, the result was higher
pensions and lower health costs.

3.

Commodity prices are usually denominated in U.S.
currency and driven by supply and demand. It is
often said that commodity prices are to diverge from
market prices during periods of large

exchange rate movements and to converge during
relative exchange rate stability.

(a) The recent rise in commodity prices can be
explained by the weaker dollar against major
currencies.

(b) The recent rise in commodity prices can be
explained by the stronger dollar against major
currencies.

4.

Toyota said Wednesday it suffered a 77% plunge in
fiscal fourth-quarter profits. It also declined to issue
new financial guidance for the rest of the year, a
reminder of the uncertainty being caused by the
supply chain disruptions from the disaster. Toyota
President Akio Toyoda said in a statement that:

(a) the company was slammed by the stronger yen
and epic earthquake and tsunami.

(b)the company was slammed by the weaker yen
and epic earthquake and tsunami.

5.

Diederik Vandewalle, professor at Dartmouth
College, said in a telephone interview that “All civil
society organizations in Libya have been eviscerated
by the regime. We could see some tribal uprisings

as competing groups seek a share of Libya’s oil
wealth.”

(a) “If Gadhafi steps down,” he continued, “there
will be more bloodshed in Libya.”

(b)“If Gadhafi steps down,” he continued, “there
will be /ess bloodshed in Libya.”

6.

The Conservative think-tank claims the Government
is on track to meet its goal of cutting unemployment
and getting more people into work in the coming
years despite tough austerity measures.

(a) Its report says the private-sector growth in hiring
will offset job losses in the public sector.

(b) Its report says the public-sector growth in hiring
will offset job losses in the private sector.

7.

UK’s Treasury chief George Osborne has staked the
coalition government’s future on tough economic
remedies, but some critics believe the Conservative
government could have chosen to clear Britain’s
debts at a slower pace, protecting public sector jobs.

(a) They accuse the ruling party of an ideological
commitment to small government and using the
crisis to accomplish that.

(b) They accuse the ruling party of an ideological
commitment to big government and using the
crisis to accomplish that.

8.

Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld told the
press conference Friday that the Bush administration
would have used the same strategy to kill Osama bin
Laden had those circumstances arisen years ago.

(a)He said President Obama made the right
decision in sending Navy SEALS to raid the
compound in Pakistan.

(b)He said President Obama made the wrong
decision in sending Navy SEALS to raid the
compound in Pakistan.

9.

Many countries already have established gold
portfolios, and governments around the world with
large gold holdings are beginning to signal a loss of
faith in the U.S. dollar as the international currency.

(a) For example, Mexico’s central bank is expected
to buy more gold in September.

(b) For example, Mexico’s central bank is expected
to sell more gold in September.

10.

Investor concerns about global inflation,
government debt and turmoil in the Middle East
converged Wednesday to push the price of gold
above $1,500 an ounce for the first time. In “flight
to quality,”

— 274 —

P1-15



201200 0000000020000

(a) investors may sell some stock and buy more of
the risk-free asset.

(b) investors may buy some stock and sell more of
the risk-free asset.

11.

The Middle East uprising has fueled supply
concerns, with Libya’s reduced output because of
civil unrest adding to disruptions. The oil price of
about$US100 a barrel is likely to react to an OPEC
meeting overnight.

(a) The members are expected to raise production
for the first time since 2008.

(b) The members are expected to cut production for
the first time since 2008.

12.

House Democratic leader Steny Hoyer said that a
balanced approach would spread the effects of
change across American society. At the bipartisan
panel created by President Barack Obama to
consider ways to balance the budget, he said, “It
seems that the only solution that can win the support
of both parties is a balanced approach:

(a) one that is to cut spending and raise taxes while
avoiding extremes in either direction.”

(b) one that is to raise spending and cut taxes while
avoiding extremes in either direction.”

13.

Alarmed by rising national debt and increasingly
downbeat about their country’s course, Americans
confront the two thorniest issues: cuts in Medicare
and Medicaid and tax hikes. = The recent poll
suggests many Americans do not seem to be
convinced that PaulRyan’s approach to deficit
reduction is the way to go:

(a) About 70% of them oppose entitlement cuts and
support raising taxes on the rich.

(b) About 70% of them support entitlement cuts and
oppose raising taxes on the rich.

14.

Top federal officials urged the Senate to take up
legislation that would open a path to citizenship for
some immigrants who arrived illegally as children.
However, WashingtonPost/ABC News poll found
that 74% of the electorate thinks the government is
not doing enough to keep illegals from coming into
the country.

(2) In a nutshell, the majority of Americans support
enforcement and oppose amnesty.

(b)In a nutshell, the majority of Americans oppose
enforcement and support amnesty.

15.

A long-running dispute between two mobile phone
giants, Nokia and Apple, is over. Apple will pay
Nokia a one-time amount of $600 million,
acknowledging that its iPhone owes some of its
success to Nokia’s technology.  Surely Nokia’s

shareholders must be asking why Nokia’s
management didn’t implement the technology into
its own phones.

(a) It seems now that Nokia won the battle but lost
the war against Apple.

(b) It seems now that Nokia lost the battle but won
the war against Apple.

16.

Christine O’Donnell, the Delaware Republican and
Tea Party favorite, was a surprise winner in the
GOP primary for the U.S. Senate. She was widely
ridiculed for past comments, including statements
about her youthful interest in witchcraft, but gained
national media attention, interest from some
publishing companies, and multiple television
offers.

(a) In the end, she has lost credibility but gained a
book deal.

(b)In the end, she has gained credibility but lost a
book deal.
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