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Abstract

Defensive players in rugby should predict timing of
the opposing player’s attack to respond it quickly. We
examined what bodily and sequential cues defensive
players use to predict, and offensive players utilize to
The results showed that de-
fensive players used the kicker’s positioning, posture,

achieve, a drop goal.

and history of his play in the match as these cues.
On the other hand, upon detecting defensive players’
response, the kicker, as well as his team mates, in-
teractively adapt the launch place and timing for the
drop goal in order to prevent from the defensive play-
ers’ charge. These observations suggest that players’
abilities are not just supported by their individual
skills nor team strategies but that various resources,
including the history of the play in that particular
match, play an important role in selecting an ade-
quate next move.
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