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Prediction of sentence final verbs in Japanese:
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Abstract

This study investigates whether the parser utilizes
word order information (i.e. which NP appears at which
point in the course of input strings) when predicting
sentence final verbs in Japanese. To test this, two types
of verbs are used: dative object verbs (DOVs) and dative
subject verbs (DSVs). Both take an NP with nominative
case (‘ga’) and an NP with dative case (‘ni’) as their
arguments. However, canonical word order differs
between DOV sentences and DSV sentences, namely
[NP-ga NP-ni V] and [NP-ni NP-ga V], respectively. In
Experiment 1, a sentence-completion task is employed to
confirm that DOVs and DSVs have psychological reality
among native speakers of Japanese. In Experiment 2, an
experimenter-paced reading experiment is conducted to
examine whether word order affects the parser’s
prediction of the verbs. The results reveal that word order
does influence such prediction, which suggests that the
parser makes use of word order information when
predicting what type of verb will appear in the sentence

final position.
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