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Abstract

This study investigated the effects of two non-syntactic
factors on the resolution of the syntactic ambiguity
imposed by a relative clause in Japanese, i.e. the
ambiguity between subject reanalysis (SR) and subject
and object reanalysis (SOR). One factor was the
discourse bias provided by the preceding context. The
other was the effect of implicit (as in silent reading)
prosody within the sentence that includes a relative
clause. In the present self-paced reading experiment,
these two factors were manipulated. First, each target
relative clause sentence either as SR or SOR. Second, the
length of the sentence-initial matrix subject NP was
either long (two conjoined proper names) or short (one
proper name), with recourse to the earlier finding that the
former case facilitated the SR-type reanalysis while the
latter facilitated the SOR-type. We found the significant
main effect of the preceding discourse in the
sentence-final region immediately following the critical
SR-/SOR disambiguation region. The main effect of
implicit prosody did not reach significance and neither
did the interaction between the two factors. The nature of
the roles of context and prosodic phrasing in human
sentence comprehension was discussed in detail with
reference to the outcome of the current experiment as
well as previous studies.
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SR DFFRICE L FHETAH S, AADLEIZLT
(3) R ¥, (3) NoO~WIFERRFD X%
#7,
(3) a. SOR XJikshort F:3& NP
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F—N—ZEZBLELDEIXIBICOHEHT 3,
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SeATHRZE (1] 5 BRI 2 & X Tk, FEHD
WrE 72 XDIE) DHINEHINITE 2 53CX D b
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R AE B A 2 SRR 2 TR o S EEE
WPFET D Z LIk - T, BIREIEHT O UL 2
A MTHEND 5 2 L HRITIHED 5 130> T
%, &oT, REWMTIE,

L &I BEEHEOIT E 22X TH . HIVEEHD
W DL 2 5 C FEEEWD & 1T RAZHY 25 U 2 2
k2D 5D

2. AT SOIR & AERTAE ) & v ) o D FEEEWR
3B BT, WBa X M ED LK) BN D
% D>

DRI OWBWTHRIFT A2 L Z2ZHANE T 5, BEAWN
IZE, BRI R 0T 0> B N EETE 50T 2> 0 1 Wi
% T3 8 KikEs X OV 9 Kk Al EH $
%, ¥, HEiCIx R BEREHITH L LT 0 D
He XL bEHT 3,

90k, EffioBEf (58 8,9 IXif) D FiARHH
WOWTHUTITD 4 DDy = TFHIZEEZ S,
1. XIRDFIHRIC & > T, FrEDBIRE 2 FHl© &
TLEV, HAAOBRMEIZHEL 2 (B3RO A
Tl £ L, A (FFEOREI) ICBIFE <.
SORY R 8% — v ESRYR/SY — > THES8, 9K
WoOFAREMICHZ®E (SORXIR/S Y — v THi
MI23E) BB 2133 TH 5, x5 8Kk (SREY
RET~ DI HEE) | 559 X (i EhE)

2. A ORIRIC X o T, FEDBRE 2 FHIT
ETLEV, UROHEITHEL v (FHROA
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If) &Long¥iE (xx&xx7i...) (SREAEE) DR
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3. RDFFIC X - T, FEDBRE 2 FHl T
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3. iR
B 36 ADFARINE SHTRE L (K1
) .

B XIRICB T B3RS A4 7ORRBAS D D
—ICRES O 2T 72, Ziud, SURY A 7
ko T, R I(O LTI XK DFHART I
EHol-DTREEBDLEVHIBRBHD 25056 TH
%, #EFIZ[F,(1, 35) = 0.30, p>.05, F,(1, 15) =
0.2505, p>.05]TH H . % 1 KB WTXIRS 4
TOMBIIARD SN dr >z, R DFeHART
IMEHICE > TE-SE V) BRIZERE N S,

B 6. 8 - 9 XIHDFEARE IR LT, IR & &H
A2 R L 32 HmRSEONT 2T o7, HIX
TOH, XROFERH Y | WBEH I, T4 T
LW EBICHEETH - -[F,(1, 35) = 6.1571,
p=.01804, F,(1, 15) = 23.808, p=.0002] (¥ 2%
W) o 28 6 DI T BB T IS B\ TCUIRD 32540
RofEMEASE N7 b DD[F (1, 35) = 3.847,
p=.058, F,(1, 15) = 1.0933, p=.312], A& & 3%
Shhrol, £7-, 88 XKiRICH XKD FahR % 7%
ot HAAOERRIZBEIL TE 32D XK TN
TTHEENZ L, UREHEBIORLHIERICBEIL
TH 3 DDXIHITXRT TR N>,
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RO IR 2 CHEiClxBn 2> T,
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FEATHFZEDVRIE L T B & 9 IS iE ) 3B (R 1
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