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Abstract

This article aims at investigating what is actually
going on in repair sequences occurring in multi-party
conversation by analyzing the data of excursive talks
with the communication-handicapped. The objective
is to find out some idiosyncratic features of repair
sequences in multi-party conversation in view of the
participation framework and the cognitive status of
each participant. Our analysis suggests that repair
sequences are shared not only between a speaker and
a hearer, but among all the participants to contribute
the troubles to establish a common ground, which
sometimes constitutes the ‘consensus-building phase’
of repair sequences.
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T1:A: Have you ever tried a clinic?
T2:B: What?
T3:A: Have you ever tried a clinic?
:B: No, I don’t want to go to a clinic.
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