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Abstract

This study aims to investigate syntactic production
by Japanese EFL learners, who were divided into
upper and lower level students, compared to native
English speakers based on a syntactic priming
experiment using picture description tasks. The results
show that the significant priming effect was only
found in the case of lower level students. A possible
explanation is that they had limited grammatical
knowledge and tended to describe pictures using prime
sentences as a sample, while other proficiency groups
were able to create sentences more freely and were
less susceptible to prime sentences.
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