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Abstract

In this paper, we address an intriguing question of how
people understand predicative metaphors such as “The ru-
mor flew through the office” and argue that predicative
metaphors are basically understood as indirect categoriza-
tions. In the indirect categorization process, the verb of
a predicative metaphor (e.g., fly) evokes an intermediate
entity, which in turn evokes a metaphoric category of ac-
tion or state to be attributed to the target noun (e.g., ru-
mor), rather than directly creating a metaphoric category
as argued by Glucksberg’s (2001) categorization theory.
We also argue that conventional predicative metaphors are
processed as direct categorizations by accessing conven-
tionalized metaphoric categories. We test our argument
using three different types of experiments, i.e., offline
comprehension, online comprehension and computer sim-
ulation. All the three experiments provided convergent ev-
idence in favor of our argument. The psychological valid-
ity of indirect categorization in predicative metaphor com-
prehension was confirmed and conventionality indeed af-
fected the choice of comprehension strategy.
Keywords — Metaphor comprehension; Predicative
metaphor; Categorization
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