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Abstract

We examined whether or not the provision of diverse
information could facilitate creative idea generation.
In Experiment 1, thirty-five students from University
of Amsterdam were asked to generate two ideas
individually using the scanning material. The results
showed that the participants tended to select the
similar articles and to reduce diversity of them even
though the diverse materials were provided. In
Experiment 2, eighteen undergraduates from Chubu
University were asked to engage in the same task as
that in Experiment 1. The results revealed that the
participants in Experiment 2 used more diverse
materials and generated more original ideas than those
in Experiment 1. It was concluded that the diversity of
materials not provided but used had effect on idea
generation.
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